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Hoekstra: House Intelligence Committee Only Given 20 Minutes to
Debate Terrorist Surveillance

Takes the Intelligence Out of the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra, R-Mich., the top Republican on the House
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, tonight publicly asked House Intelligence Committee
Chairman Silvestre Reyes to demand more time for Intelligence Committee Members to debate the
latest majority proposal on FISA.

The Committee has only been allocated 20 minutes of debate time, which works out to less
than a minute for each of the committee’s 21 Members to speak on the bill.

“Considering strengthening intelligence is at the heart of this debate, Chairman Reyes should
demand that his leaders give the committee more time to address this vital issue,” Hoekstra
said. “First they said there was no urgency to strengthen terrorist surveillance, now apparently
there is no time for the intelligence committee to debate it on the floor.”

The rule for House consideration of the latest, flawed majority surveillance proposal allocates
most of the time to the House Judiciary Committee. Given that the proposal will directly
impact the intelligence collection of the United States, Hoekstra questioned the time allocation
and what House leaders are implying with it.

“House Democrat leaders are literally trying to take intelligence out of the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act,” Hoekstra said. “This is either proof that trial lawyers and liberal advocacy
groups are calling the shots, or a sign that House Democrat leaders don’t take intelligence
seriously. Regardless of which side of this debate Members find themselves on, we should all
expect the intelligence committee to have a lead role in an intelligence debate.



“Given the critical role that terrorist surveillance plays in protecting our homeland, troops in
combat, embassies and even the security of our allies, the intelligence committee should not be
shortchanged in the House debate.”
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