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Reyes Praises President Obama’s Afghanistan and Pakistan Strategy

WASHINGTON, DC (March 27) — Chairman of the House Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence Silvestre Reyes of Texas today issued the following statement in response to President
Obama’s announcement regarding the future U.S. strategy in Afghanistan:

“As the Chairman of the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence and a senior
member of the House Armed Services Committee, | am pleased that the President is tackling this
matter so early in his Administration, and | look forward to working on this issue with him.

“While I know that the plan outlined today will evolve as conditions on the ground dictate, | am
highly encouraged by President Obama’s commitment to Afghanistan and focus on defeating al-
Qa’eda. He has identified a strategy that relies on all elements of national power to bring physical
security, reliable governance, and economic development to the people of Afghanistan.

“In October 2007, I called for a new strategy in Afghanistan, one that matched resources with
objectives, one that would correct the chronic under-manning and the under-resourcing of the U.S.
military forces. The President’s strategy fits the bill.

“I can’t discuss the specific ways that the Intelligence Community will be mobilizing in support
of the President’s new plan, but I guarantee that | will be taking great care to make sure that the
support provided by the Intelligence Community meets the need. | am reassured that the Director of
National Intelligence has committed to an almost granular-level of monitoring where intelligence
assets are involved. | will, in turn, be monitoring them.”
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