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House Intelligence Committee Authorizes Funds for Intelligence 

Community 
 

WASHINGTON (June 18) – House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence Chairman Silvestre 
Reyes of Texas issued the following statement after the Committee approved H.R. 2701, the 
Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010:  
 

“In addition to providing the crucial resources and support the 
Intelligence Community requires to carry out its mission, this year’s bill contains 
several provisions to improve accountability, oversight, transparency, and 
management effectiveness.   

 
“I am particularly proud of two provisions included in the bill. One 

provision will have wide-ranging consequences for the way the Committee 
conducts its business; the other provision will have wide-ranging consequences 
for the way the Intelligence Community conducts its business.   
 
      “The first provision amends the National Security Act to change the way 
Congress is ‘fully and currently’ informed of all intelligence activities.  The bill 
language will eliminate the statutory authority for the Gang of Eight notification 
process.  Instead, the Committee can adopt procedures that would allow Gang of 
Eight briefings in certain circumstances, but it will be up to the members of the 
congressional intelligence committees to make that decision.  
 
      “The second provision creates a statutory and independent Intelligence 
Community-wide Inspector General (IC/IG).  It has long been my opinion that an 
IC/IG is vital to improving the operations and effectiveness of the Intelligence 
Community, whether in identifying problems that are within the responsibility 
and authority of the Director of National Intelligence, or pinpointing deficiencies 
in the way the elements of the Intelligence Community interact with one 
another.  For this Committee in particular, I believe that an IC/IG will be an 
invaluable ally in our efforts to conduct oversight. 

http://intelligence.house.gov/


 
      “This bill also authorizes a substantial increase in funding for critical intelligence 
operations by adding resources for human intelligence collection and 
counterintelligence activities, as well as increased funding for research and 
technology.  The Committee has included essential funding in support of U.S. 
efforts in Afghanistan and Pakistan and provided vital monies for the Intelligence 
Community to address emerging global security issues, such as those faced in 
Africa, Latin America, and Mexico.   
 
      “The bill also makes a sizeable investment in foundational cybersecurity 
capabilities in preparation for the President’s development of a comprehensive 
cybersecurity strategy.  
 
      “In keeping with the Committee’s long-standing commitment to improving 
language capabilities in the Intelligence Community, this bill adds both funds 
and reporting requirements to improve oversight of this problem area.  In an 
effort to encourage critical language acquisition, the Committee authorized the 
expansion of the Boren Fellowship program to include five high-priority African 
languages.  The bill also makes permanent the Pat Roberts Intelligence Scholars 
Program, which provides stipends to college students studying critical languages 
and other subjects important to the Intelligence Community. 
 
      “I am pleased that this bill was crafted with bipartisan input.  The Committee 
adopted a total of seven Republican amendments, including language to require 
an update to the National Reconnaissance Office charter introduced by 
Congressman John Kline of Minnesota, and a provision offered by Congressman 
Michael Conaway of Texas calling on the Director of National Intelligence to 
take further steps toward financial transparency and audit readiness.  
 
      “It is my hope that, for the first time in five years, Congress will be back in 
the business of authorizing by getting a bill to the President’s desk that he can 
sign.  I am optimistic that this year the Committee can achieve this goal.” 

 
            The annual Intelligence Authorization Act provides policy guidance and sets 
classified funding levels for the intelligence and intelligence-related activities of the 16 
agencies of the Intelligence Community. 
 
            H.R. 2701 was reported favorably by the Committee on a voice vote and now 

goes to the full House for consideration. 
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