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DIRECTOR COATS: No one else in the White House has ever approached

‘me on that issue.

MR. SCHIFF: And no one else in the White House has approached you?

DIRECTOR COATS: On the transition team, no other individual has ever
approached me on that position. |

MR. SCHIFF: And none of those that you just mentioned have approached
you with any request regarding Michael Flynn?

DIRECTOR COATS: Correct.

MR. SCHIFF: Did you also have a dinner meeting at the White House?

DIRECTOR COATS: Yes.

MR. SCHIFF: And did the Russia issue come up during that dinner meeting
as well?

DIRECTOR COATS: Idon't recall that it did. The issue that came up at
that meeting -- first of all, it was -- it was -- the President spent most of the time
talking to Rex Tillerson about oil, about trade. We went through NAFTA. We went
through a whole list of things. And near the end, the President raised the issue of
whether or not he should keep Comey on as FBI Director. And he wanted
reactions from those who were at the dinner.

At the dinner was Jeff Sessions, Rex Tillerson, me, and Mike Pompeo. On
the other side was Reince -- no. Vice President and Reince, and Steve Bannon.
And | think Jared may have come in later in the evening just to say hello or
something like that. That is probably of record somewhere. It doesn't matter who
was on the other side. The President asked that question and --

MR. SCHIFF: Can you tell us about when this meeting took place?

MR. GOWDY: If we are going to go past 11, | would rather split the time.
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MR. SCHIFF: Oh, well, | am happy to do that.

DIRECTOR COATS: Let me finish this.

MR. BROOKER: And you have to go, sir, to the White House.

MR. GOWDY: | don't mind going longer. | just want us to split the time.

MR. SCHIFF: Here is the thing, | am happy to continue -- either have you
come back or meet you out at Liberty Crossing --

DIRECTOR COATS: Listen, | will take a few more minutes. | would like
to --

MR. SCHIFF: If you would like to wrap it up, | would too. And | don't have
that many more questions.

DIRECTOR COATS: Okay. Letme try to give shorter answers.

At the time, there wére reflections relative to what people thought of Comey
and his job and so forth.

| didn't say anything until the President said: Does anybody know him
personally?

And | said: Mr. President, | do. | said not to an extensive way. | said:
But years ago, when | was back -- the first time in the Senate, | said, my son -- no.
| am sorry. My grandson was in the Little League, same Little League group as
Jim Comey's son was. And there were times when | would slip out of the Senate
and be in a ballgame, maybe on a Saturday, and Jim Comey would be there
watching his son if the two teams were playing each other. And | said: There
were two or three times when we had a chance to stand on the -- by the fence and
watch the game and so forth and so on. So | got to know him a little bit.

And then | said: Then | got to know him, because he is testified before the

SSCI many, many times. And we always talked about back before he lived in
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McLean and | lived in McLean, et cetera, et cetera, et cetera.

And he said: Well, what do you think about him?

I said: Well, | have heard what others have said. |said: |think he has
done a good job. |think he has been very straight with us in the SSCI.

I said: But my advice to you would be get to better know Jim Comey. |
said, you might have -- 2 months, 3 months later, | said: Oh, my gosh, did |
trigger the dinner with Comey? But | just said: | think you ought to take your
own assessment of it rather than mine or rather than the others and -- before
you -- before you made a decision. And he kind of nodded.

MR. SCHIFF: And did he express at that time that he was considering
firing James Comey or comment on how he thought Comey was handling the
Russia investigation?

DIRECTOR COATS: He didn't say anything about the Russia
investigation, in my recollection in that. It was just simply -- just simply, should |
make a change? And | personally didn't think he should.

MR. SCHIFF: Did he express what his thinking was in terms of whether he
ought to let Comey go?

DIRECTOR COATS: No. He was just asking questions at that point. |
think he was asking for advice: What do you know about Comey? What do you
think | should do? But it was not resolved in any way. It was just sort of, what
are your thoughts.

MR. GOWDY: What was the date of the dinner?

DIRECTOR COATS: We can give you that date. Itwas in --

MR. BROOKER: In January.

DIRECTOR COATS: --early January.
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MR. BROOKER: After inauguration but before confirmation.

DIRECTOR COATS: Yes.

MR. SCHIFF: | have a couple more questions, »but if you wanted to ask a
couple more before --

DIRECTOR COATS: Yeah. Letme --let me see if we can push it to
11:15. | will try to give shorter answers.

MR. GOWDY: You want to splitit, 4 and 4?7

MR. SCHIFF: Sure.

MR. GOWDY: All right.

| just want to make absolutely sure that | am clear on this. Regardless of
the number of conversations you may have had with President Trump --

DIRECTOR COATS: Yes.

MR. GOWDY: -- were you ever asked, or did you ever feel like you were
being influenced with respect to the investigkation into the 2016 hacking of our
election?

DIRECTOR COATS: Idid not. 1did--|saw it as just what | said, "are you
willing to reinforce what othefs have already said," because | had no knowledge of
where the investigation was at that particular point in time.

Later, | had information -- | mean, Jim Comey told me Trump wasn't, but |
still didn't think in my position it was appropriate for me to go out and make those
statements.

MR. GOWDY: So Director Comey, with whom you had had something of a
personal relationship with through Little League baseball, had told you what with
respect to President Trump and Russia?

DIRECTOR COATS: Just that the -- when he came out to brief me on the
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investigation to that point, he said: There is smoke but no fire. He said: There
is nothing to indicate collusion with the President. He said: We only have one
person | am looking at. | am only looking at one person right now in this regard,
and that is Carter Page. He said, there may be more down the line, but right now
there is nothing to suggest the President colluded with Russia.

MR. GOWDY: And you took the oath of office on what day?

DIRECTOR COATS: March 15.

MR. GOWDY: Allright. From March 15 onward, have you seen anything
to dispute what Director Comey told you that there is no evidence of collusion?

DIRECTOR COATS: | have not seen anything, because | have
purposefully not gotten engaged or asked questions or asked for information or
anything. | want to keep completely out of this investigation.

MR. GOWDY: Okay.

MR. SCHIFF: You mentioned, | think --

DIRECTOR COATS: Having told the President: Mr. President, you have
just got to let this go, and it needs to come to its conclusion. And it has happened
before, and you are going to be far better off in the end if you just let it go.

MR. SCHIFF: Director, you mentioned four meetings or discussions where
this Russia decision came up in your discussions with the President, the Oval
Office congratulations meeting where the Steele dossier was discussed --

DIRECTOR COATS: Steele, correct. The dinner. |

MR. SCHIFF: --the dinner, the [Jll meeting.

DIRECTOR COATS: Right.

MR. SCHIFF: The phone conversation.

DIRECTOR COATS: Right.
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MR. SCHIFF: Are there any other phone calls or meetings where you
discussed broadly what we are calling the Russia investigation, either Comey,

Flynn, collusion, any of those topics or any others?

pIRECTOR coaTs: [
MR. SCHIFF: (o ey S T e P D ae ]
DIRECTOR COATS: - [
B  And we did talk a little bit. And that is when | raised

that. |said: You know, | think you had the President sitting in the White House

alone, and he just wanted to call, you know, just talk to somebody.

MR SCHIFF: [ A D R e e )
R AT e R

DIRECTOR COATS: No.

MR. scHIFF: [

DIRECTOR COATS: No recollection.

MR. SCHIFF: -- Michael Flynn either?

DIRECTOR COATS: He did not bring up Michael Flynn to my recollection.

MR. SCHIFF: Did you take any notes of your meetings or discussions with
the President on this subject?

DIRECTOR COATS: |don't take notes.

MR. SCHIFF: Do you know whether your staff, when you related the
meetings back in the office, took any --

DIRECTOR COATS: | don't think so, but | don't know, if they had written

anything down. | learned a long time ago in this business not to take notes.
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MR. SCHIFF: Now, when you met with James Comey, you got an initial
briefing on the Russia investigation where he said there was smoke but not fire,
was that the one and only briefing you got on the Russia investigation?

DIRECTOR COATS: Thatis the one and only, yes. | haven't read the
classified version. He had called me: Do you want to hear the classified?

No, I don't. |don't wantit until | am confirmed. After that, that is the only
one | have had.

MR. SCHIFF: So the briefing he gave you was on the classified
assessment of the whole Russia investigation, not just the issue of collusion?

DIRECTOR COATS: Yeah, pretty much. | guess so, yes.

MR. SCHIFF: And at that time, he told you that there was only one person
under investigation, and that was Carter Page?

DIRECTOR COATS: Yes.

MR. SCHIFF: So, if at a later point he had broadened the investigation to
include others, that is something that you have not been briefed on?

DIRECTOR COATS: I have not been briefed on.

MR. SCHIFF: So anything that took place after that meeting that may
demonstrate evidence on the collusion issue, you would not be aware of?

DIRECTOR COATS: That is correct.

MR. SCHIFF: Did you discuss your testimony today with anyone at the
White House?

DIRECTOR COATS: Say that question again.

MR. SCHIFF: Did you discuss what you would be saying today with
anyone at the White House --

DIRECTOR COATS: No.
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MR. SCHIFF: --in preparation for today?

DIRECTOR COATS: To the best of my knowledge, they don't even
know -- they, of course, knew | testified before the -- in an open session on the
budget with the Senate and declined to talk about anything about the investigation,
but | don't even know if they know -- had this meeting or the followup with the
Senate.

MR. SCHIFF: And prior to the Senate, your Senate testimony, did
they -- did you have any discussions with the White House about what you should
not testify to?

DIRECTOR COATS: No. Nobody's ever -- oh, yes. Thank you.

| went to legal counsel, Tom McGann (ph), and before | went to the Senate,
and | said, we need -- | spoke with the special counsel. |said: | would like to
know whether or not the President is going to exercise executive privilege. | told
him it was my preference. that they didn't. 1said: |don't see any reason why |
would not want to testify for this. And then they came back, and they said: Well,
we will take that under consideration.

| said: Because | have to meet with the special counsel, and | have to
meet with the Senate, and it would be good for us to know whether or not, you
know, the President isv going to exercise that.

It was my preference that he doesn't, and he said: | will get back to you.
He called us back, said: No, we won't do that.

MR. SCHIFF: But they gave you no suggestions as to what the content of
your testimony ought to be under the issue?

DIRECTOR COATS: No, not at all.

MR. SCHIFF: If you will give me just one second to review my notes, |
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think we are done.

DIRECTOR COATS: Okay.

MR. SCHIFF: Has the President ever discussed the special counsel's
investigation with you or Bob Mueller?

DIRECTOR COATS: No, but -- Bob Mueller hasn't, but he sent three
people to my office to interview me.

MR. SCHIFF: No. Has the President discussed with you the investigation
that Bob Mueller is conducting?

DIRECTOR COATS: No.

MR. SCHIFF: And | take it the President never asked you to you talk with
Director Comey, Rod Rosenstein, acting FBI Director Andy McCabe --

DIRECTOR COATS: No. No.

MR. SCHIFF: -- about the Russia investigation?

DIRECTOR COATS: No. He has never directed me to do anything like
that or even talk to me about it. |

MR. SCHIFF: And -- the last question. Did you have any discussion with
the White House staff about whether any intelligence was shared or compromised
in the meeting the President had with Foreign Minister Lavrov and Ambassador
Kislyak?

DIRECTOR COATS: No. No.

MR. SCHIFF: There have been public allegations that sources from Israel
were -- or information was discussed in that meeting that may compromise Israeli
sources of information. Did you get any readout from that meeting about the
discussion that took place? Has anyone informed you of the discussion that took

place and what intelligence may or may not have been shared?
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DIRECTOR COATS: No. No, stayed out of that one.
MR. SCHIFF: Okay.

Director, thank you.

DIRECTOR COATS: Okay. Thank you.

[Whereupon, at 11:19 a.m., the interview was concluded.]
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