THE DANGERS OF H.R. 4124
The USA RIGHTS Act
•

The USA RIGHTS Act is an attempt to impose unnecessarily severe requirements on the
Government’s use of Section 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA), which
is a key national security tool in U.S. counterterrorism efforts.

•

Due to its significant negative impact to U.S. national security, the bill is not supported by
the Trump Administration or any of the relevant congressional committees of
jurisdiction.

•

If enacted, the bill will erode U.S. national security and place Americans and U.S. troops at
home and abroad in harm’s way by:
1. Preventing the Intelligence Community from uncovering plots against the United States
and saving potential hostages via limitations on the ability to conduct U.S. person queries
in lawfully acquired Section 702 data;
2. Unnecessarily stopping NSA from understanding foreign threat networks by permanently
ending NSA’s “abouts” collection;
3. Providing U.S. adversaries inferred knowledge of Section 702 targeting decisions by
mandating the public description of any classified Section 702 certifications;
4. Significantly limiting the Government’s ability to obtain Section 702 information on
foreign terrorists by unnecessarily restricting when the Government may ask for technical
assistance from electronic communication service providers;
5. Mandating a flat prohibition on the use of Section 702 information in prosecuting
dangerous criminals, including murderers and child abusers;
6. Subverting the authority and expediency of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court
by requiring an amicus review during every Section 702 authorization; and
7. Protecting domestic terrorists and spies, and potentially exposing them to highly
classified U.S. sources and methods, by allowing such actors to sue the U.S. Government
based on their belief that they communicated foreign intelligence information to
foreigners located overseas. In that scenario, plaintiffs may presume their communication
was collected by the U.S. Government via Section 702, resulting in actionable injury.

•

The 9/11 Commission Report warned that one of the reasons for the catastrophic terrorist
attacks on September 11, 2001 was the inability of the Intelligence Community to put the
pieces of the puzzle together due to information sharing problems. This bill will rebuild the
“wall” between national security and law enforcement and put Americans, at home and
broad, in danger.

